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From two to four the child's guardian is the god Gandharva,
the god of song.    Lastly, she is ward to Agni, the god of fire.
It is interesting to notice that each of these three gods is
a Vedic deity; it is also interesting to notice the anger caused
amongst Brahmans by the unlucky translation in the ' Sacred
Books of the East* (S.B.JE. vol. xxix,p. 318) which seems to
imply that the girl, instead of being the ward, has been the
wife of each of these three gods. Nothing gives one a clearer
idea of a Hindu's detestation of the very idea of a second
marriage in the case of a girl, than his wrath at the implication
that each of his virgin daughters has been married three times
before she comes to her human marriage at all.
There are eight kinds of marriage, the Scriptures say, some
of which are good, and some very evil.
First, there is the Brahma marriage, when the father gives his
daughter to a bridegroom of good character and learned in
the Vedas, and the wedding ceremony is performed by
Brahmans. This is the most usual form of marriage.
Then there is the Daiva wedding, when a ruling chiefi
a Ksatriya, gives his daughter to some famous Brahman priest
invited to perform a special sacrifice, As none of these
particular sacrifices are performed nowadays, the gift of
a chiefs daughter as a reward for performing them is in
modern times an unusual form of .marriage !
Arsa is the name given to a wedding when the father
exchanges, or, to put it bluntly, sells his daughter for, say,
a couple of cows and seventy-five rupees. This form is
detested by Niagara, who, lest they should be accused of
making a profit out of the sale of a daughter, will not. even
drink water in their son-in-law's house. As therefore no
Nagara father-in-law, mother-in-law, or elder brother-in-law,
can stay in the bridegroom's house, for fear of this reproach,
the little bride will have to content herself with entertaining
her younger brothers and sisters after her marriage.
In Gujarat many of the Nagara make money settlements
on their daughters, and in Kathiawar, though they do not do